
2011 most of Hamburg citizens (62%) feel the influence of climate change 

already or believe that they will within a few years.
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Question 1: In your opinion, is climate change a very serious, a serious, 

or a less serious threat or not a problem at all for Hamburg?

Question 3*: Among others, natural disasters may belong to the negative 

effects of climate change. Which one do you believe to have the greatest 

impact on Hamburg?

Question 2*: When do you think will the effects of climate change become 

perceptible for Hamburg?

Since 2008 a yearly survey among Hamburg citizens analyses their perception of climate change and possible risks to their city. 

The Questionnaire

Question 4*: Do you consider yourself to be personally effected in case of 

such a natural disaster in Hamburg?

Results

The survey shows that climate change is present in the minds of Hamburg citizen. 
However, in 2011 the threat to Hamburg imposed by climate change is felt to a smaller 
extend than in previous years. There is a decline in concern of minus 17%.
Interviewees clearly assess storm surges as the biggest threat to Hamburg, even if only 
half of them feel personally affected. 

About 80% of the 

Hamburg citizens asses 

storm surges or floods 

as the natural disaster 

with the potentially 

heaviest impact on 

Hamburg.

The threat to Hamburg imposed by climate change is felt to a smaller 

extend than in previous years: less than half the citizens (44%) of 

Hamburg thinks of climate change as a serious or even a very serious 

threat to their city.

The concern of being 

personally affected by a 

natural disaster is more or 

less constant: values vary 

around 50% for people 

answering this question with 

yes or no, respectively. 

* People were asked these questions only if they had assessed the threat of climate change to Hamburg to be serious or very serious (see question 1)

Helmholtz-Zentrum Geesthacht • Max-Planck-Straße 1 • D 21502 Geesthacht • Phone +49 4152 87-0 • Fax +49 4152 87-1403 • www.hzg.de

Awareness and Perception of Climate Change
in Hamburg 2008-2011


	Katharina Philipp, Beate Ratter, Helmholtz-Zentrum Geesthacht, Institute of Coastal Research�Contact: Katharina.Philipp@hzg.de    Beate.Ratter@hzg.de

