First International Prize for GKSS’ new ICJ polymer-metal joining process

The Materials Engineer Andre Abibe, currently concluding his MSc degree within the scope of the Scientific Cooperation Agreement between the Federal University of Sao Carlos (UFSCar), Brazil and GKSS has received a best poster award for his contribution to the 26th Annual Meeting of the Polymer Processing Society on July 4th in Banff, Canada. This is one of the most important conferences in the field of polymer processing worldwide. Mr. Abibe studied the feasibility of the new Injection Clinching Joining (ICJ) method on aluminium/polyamide composite joints for applications in the transport sector. This work was carried out during his research stay in 2008 at the Institute of Materials Research, Materials Mechanics, Solid-State Joining Processes Department (WMP). The pioneer work of Mr. Abibe, accepted for publication in the Journal of Thermoplastic Composite Materials, reports the main characteristics and advantages of the ICJ method, developed and patented by GKSS, addressing the innovative aspects of this new technology as an alternative production process for polymer-metal hybrid structures. Mr. Abibe is the first MSc student in the area of polymer-metal joining within the Scientific Cooperation Agreement between UFSCar and GKSS. This Agreement was established in 1998 and has since then formed one PhD, and more than ten MSc students, apart from a large number of graduation and bachelor works. Mr Abibe is presently co-advised by Dr. Amancio (Helmholtz Young Investigator Group “Advanced Polymer-Metal Hybrid Structures”) and Prof. Elias Hage Jr. (UFSCar) completing a team of four MSc students working in this area within this international cooperation.

